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Foreword by The Rt Hon The Lord Mayor

All the wards in the City of London have fascinating histories, but few, if any, 
like Castle Baynard.  Its very name summons up all the energy and romance of 
this remarkable area through the centuries.  And mirroring this is its Ward Club 
which has during its hundred years been of singular service to the people and 
institutions in Castle Baynard.

The centenary booklet is evidence of this purposeful dynamism and I must 
congratulate all those involved in its creation and production.  It is a real con-
tribution to the knowledge of the ward and most remarkable Ward Club which 
serves it so well.

As your President, Alderman and Lord Mayor all at once, I hope the reader will 
indulge me as I also thank my colleagues on the Court of Common Council and 
the officers and members of Castle Baynard Ward Club who have demonstrated 
enormous support and enthusiasm for my time in the Mansion House.

With every good wish,

Alderman Ian Luder
The Rt Hon The Lord Mayor of London
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Introduction by the Chairman
Castle Baynard Ward Club 

The City of London is rich in history and tradition that has made it one of the 
pre-eminent international business centres in the world. There is extensive
evidence of this throughout the Square Mile, none more so than within the 
Ward area of Castle Baynard, the origins of which have evolved from the
Norman fortification and a wealth of historical sites and landmarks through to 
the thriving business community of today.

It is extremely challenging to capture the scale and scope of the complete
history of a Ward area such as this, but this small booklet is intended to give the 
reader an introduction to the wide range of interests and subjects that can be 
further explored through such organisations as the Guildhall Library and the 
London Metropolitan Archives.

2009 marks the centenary of the founding of the Castle Baynard Ward Club, the 
purpose of which is to draw people’s attention to the links between the past 
and the present and, more importantly, to bring together those who work or 
live within the Ward.

I hope you enjoy reading this booklet and it stimulates your interest in the 
Ward of Castle Baynard and the Ward Club.

Anthony Rogers
Chairman, Castle Baynard Ward Club
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The Wards of the City of London

The first documentary reference for 
the Ward of Castle Baynard is in 1111 
AD, a deed citing the “Alderman of the 
Ward” is linked to a property located 
within the Castle Baynard’s bounds.
 In 2003 the Court of Common
Council decided to rationalise the 
boundaries of the City wards to create 
a better ratio of electors, ward sizes 
and representation by the
Councilmen. As a consequence Castle 
Baynard inherited a large portion of 
Farringdon Without which meant 
the new boundary extended to the 
Temple in the west, Holborn Circus in 
the north and St Andrew Street in the 
east.

The first ward clubs were founded in 
the eighteenth century as
ratepayers’ associations, when
residents in the City of London were
considerably more numerous than 
they are today. In later years the 
ward clubs developed and changed, 
reflecting the expansion of businesses 

Opposite: Map of the Ward of Castle Bay-
nard – Ordnance Survey © Crown copyright 
2004. All rights reserved. Licence number 
100049187

Right: Sir Thomas Vansittart Bowater Bt.

Castle Baynard is one of twenty-five wards in the City of London, the 
geographical divisions of the famous Square Mile. The wards are thought 
to have originated as Anglo Saxon administrative units; within each area 
the populace came together to elect Aldermen to represent them in the 
City’s government, which continues to this day. 

7



over homes within the city. Ward 
clubs became social institutions,
providing recreational facilities for 
local working populations. This is 
not to say that there is no functional 
role, for the clubs provide support 
to the ward’s Alderman, Deputy and 
Common Councilmen in their civic 
responsibilities.   They also provide an 
excellent opportunity for prospective 
members of the Court of Common 
Council to learn about the City.

The Castle Baynard Ward Club was 
founded in 1909 by Sir Thomas
Vansittart Bowater, who was later Lord 
Mayor in 1913-14, and for many years 
the Member of Parliament for the 
City of London. Other Bowater family 

members became subsequent Ward 
Club presidents and Lord Mayors. The 
family’s links with Castle Baynard are 
preserved through the incorporation 
of their heraldic arms into those of 
the Ward Club: their flag flies aloft the 
tower of the Club’s device. 
Various documents show that Castle 
Baynard has had 46 Aldermen who 
have become Lord Mayor since the 
early 1300’s, although not necessarily 
representing the Ward at the time.

Opposite: Castle Baynard Aldermen who 
have become Lord Mayor, and the guilds to 
which they belonged
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2008 Lord Mayor’s Show



John de Oxenford
John Pyel
William Venour
Wiliam More
William Askham
John Michell
John Perneys
Robert Large
Nicholas Wyfold
John Norman
Geofrey Boleyn
Sir Ralph Verney
Sir William Heriott
Sir William Stokker
Sir Henry Colet
Sir Stephen Jennings
William Copinger
Sir John Champney
Sir Martin Bowes
Sir Rowland Hill
Sir Thomas Leigh
Sir Richard Champyon
Sir James Hawes
Sir Edward Osborne
Sir William Rowe
Sir James Pemberton
Sir William Cokayne
Sir John Gore
Sir Richard Fenn
Sir William Bolton
Sir William Turner  
Sir Thomas Rawlinson
Sir William Lewen
John Barber
Sir Robert Ladbrooke
Samuel Plumbe
Sir John Hopkins
Joshua Jonathan Smith
Samuel Wilson
Sir Sills John Gibbons
Sir David Evans
Sir Thomas Vansittart Bowater
Sir Frank Henry Bowater
Sir Noel Vansittart Bowater
Sir Greville Spratt
Ian David Luder

1341
1372
1389
1395
1403
1424, 1436
1432
1439
1450
1453
1457
1465
1481
1485
1486, 1495
1508
1512
1534
1545
1549
1558
1565
1574
1583
1592
1611
1619
1624
1637
1666
1668
1705
1717
1732
1747
1778
1791
1810
1838
1871
1891
1913
1938
1953
1987
2008

Vintner
Mercer
Grocer
Vintner
Fishmonger
Fishmonger
Fishmonger
Mercer
Grocer
Draper
Mercer
Mercer
Draper
Draper
Mercer
Merchant Taylor
Fishmonger
Skinner
Goldsmith
Mercer
Mercer
Draper
Clothworker
Clothworker
Ironmonger
Goldsmith
Skinner
Merchant Taylor
Haberdasher
Merchant Taylor
Merchant Taylor
Vintner
Haberdasher
Goldsmith
Grocer
Goldsmith
Grocer
Ironmonger
Weaver
Salter
Haberdasher
Loriner & Girdler
Vintner
Vintner
Ironmonger
Cooper & Tax Adviser
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Baynard’s Castle

In 1111 the castle was further
developed by William Baynard,
grandson of the founder. This Baynard 
lost favour with the king and forfeited 
both his fortress and Barony to
Henry I, who then awarded the castle 

to Robert FitzWalter. A Fitzwalter
descendent then sold the castle to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1275. 
In 1278 the Dominican order, known 
as the Black Friars, received a grant of 
Baynard’s Castle lands to establish a 

Baynard’s Castle was founded by Baron Ralph de Baynard, a Norman 
nobleman who came over to England with William the Conqueror. It was 
originally designed as a western counterpart to the Tower of London, 
supported by the castles built by Gilbert Montfichet near Carter Lane 
and the great fortress of Cripplegate, providing the walled city with 
fortresses on all corners.These imposing constructions were intended to 
inspire awe and submission in the conquered populace living within the 
city. 
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new monastic community. Their site 
along the east bank of the Fleet River 
bears the name to this day. 

By 1428 Baynard’s Castle had been 
rebuilt on a site slightly further east-
ward. It was then destroyed by fire 
to be reconstructed by Humphrey, 
Duke of Gloucester. On his death and 
attainder in 1446 the castle passed 
into the hands of Henry VI. The Great 
Wardrobe was established at the
castle as a store and production
centre for royal textiles and to house 
the King’s regalia and state clothing.  

Henry VII so significantly remodelled 
the castle that it ceased to be a
fortification in any sense. A great 
riverside palace was constructed in 
1501, much like his favourite
contemporary palace at Greenwich. 
Henry VIII used Baynard’s Castle in a 
new way; it became his queens’

London house, granted in succession 
to all his wives. Catherine Parr gifted 
the castle to her brother-in-law
William Herbert, first Earl of
Pembroke.  

The Great Fire of London damaged 
the castle so badly that most remains 
had to be demolished; this time it was 
not rebuilt, with the site becoming 
used for wharves and warehousing. 
This use continued until the early 
1970’s when the site was cleared for 
the City of London School; the chance 
for archaeological excavations at this 
time revealed the foundations.

Opposite: Book illustration of Baynard’s 
Castle c1840

Above:  Baynard’s Castle pre the Great Fire 
engraving by William Herbert 1817
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Castle Baynard’s Churches

The cost of £738,845 5s 2½d was met 
largely from a tax on the coal which 
was coming into London’s ports. 
Nearby in Dean’s Court is the Old 
Deanery, now the home of the Bishop 
of London, which was
completed by Wren’s architects
slightly earlier in 1694.   Wren
designed over fifty new churches 
for London, several being within the 
boundaries of the Ward.

St Bride’s is named after the Irish St 
Bridgit of Kildare; born in 453 she was 
almost a contemporary of St Patrick. 
Eight different churches have stood 
on the same site; the earliest were 
timber buildings and the first stone 
one dated from the sixth century. 
St Bride’s burned down in 1153, its 
replacement held the Curia Regis in 
1205, the principal court in the land.  
Five years later King John held a
parliament at his palace in the parish.
During the Great Plague of 1665 over 
two thousand people of the
parish perished, the following year 

The whole of the Castle Baynard Ward is dominated by one of the most 
recognisable features of London - St. Paul’s Cathedral. There have been 
cathedrals on this site long before the present one. The first was built in 
604 and burnt down in 675, another was built in 685 but destroyed by 
the Vikings in 962.

The St Paul’s we know today, Sir Christopher Wren’s masterpiece, was 
started in 1675 and completed in 1710.
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the church was consumed by the 
Great Fire of 1666.

In 1671 the churchwardens took 
Christopher Wren to dinner at the 
Globe Tavern and St Bride’s became 
one of Wren’s first post-fire churches 
to be completed, dedicated in 1675.
It is noted for its steeple, which
originally measured 234 feet, but it 
lost the upper eight feet when struck 
by lightning in 1764. The design is 
supposed to have inspired the
traditional tiered wedding cake.

During the Second World War the 
church, but not the steeple, was 
destroyed in the blitz of 1940. It was 
rebuilt at the expense of local news-
paper proprietors and journalists.

Christopher Wren’s St Andrew-by-
the-Wardrobe is one of his simplest 
post-fire designs. It was the proximity 
to the Royal Wardrobe at Baynard’s
Castle that gave this church its
unusual name. Also bombed during 



Left: St Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe by
H. Penton pencil drawing early 1900’s

Above: St Bride’s, Fleet Street by
H.E. Tidmarsh watercolour 1925   
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the Blitz, only the tower and walls
survived, but the interior was
reconstituted with much material
salvaged from other London
churches.

Among the countless
numbers who have known St 
Andrew-by-the-Wardrobe was one 
William Shakespeare, who lived in the 
parish for fifteen years whist working 
at Blackfriars Theatre.

The church of St Benet Paul’s Wharf 
is the Welsh church of the City of 
London. It has also been the church of 
the College of Arms since 1555.
Today’s building is another Wren
design from 1677.







Significant Landmarks

The College of Arms keeps the coats 
of arms and pedigrees of families 
from England, Wales, Northern Ireland 
and the Commonwealth. Richard III 
granted the first charter of incorpora-
tion in 1484, along with a house on 
Upper Thames Street.
The College now operates under a 
charter of 1555 from Queen Mary and 
Philip of Spain. Mary also provided 
their current premises which date 
from the 1680’s and until the Great 
Fire was the site of Derby Place. The 
Kings, Heralds and Pursuivants of 
Arms have a major role to play in state 
ceremonies and conduct research 
into arms and pedigrees of people 
from all over the world. The granting 
of arms is also a major part of their 
function.

Behind the College in Knightrider 
Street was the former Doctors
Commons. Here a society of lawyers 
founded in 1511 would  ‘common’ 
together and where the ecclesiasti-
cal and admiralty courts were held, 
with their jurisdiction over marriage 
licences, divorces and the registration 
of wills. Doctors Commons was
dissolved following the Court of
Probate Act in 1857 and its records 
are now in the Lambeth Palace
Library.  

Above: College of Arms postcard early 
1900’s

Opposite: Doctors’ Commons by Pugin and 
Powlandson aquatint 1808  
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The first Blackfriars Bridge was built 
of stone in 1769 at a cost of £152,640 
but the foundations were found to be 
defective and it was taken down, with 
a new cast iron one built in its place. 
Queen Victoria opened
Blackfriars Bridge in 1869, on the 
same day that she opened the
Holborn Viaduct Bridge.

Bridewell Palace was built for Henry 
VIII between 1515 and 1523. It stood 
close to where the art deco Unilever 
Building is now and was a large brick 
building surrounding three court-
yards, lying adjacent to the banks 
of the River Fleet, which still flows 
under Farringdon Street and New 
Bridge Street today. In 1553 Edward 
VI gave the palace to the City to use 

as a poorhouse, although in 1556 it 
became the infamous prison, hospital 
and workhouse. Eventually it became 
a school known as Bridewell Royal 
Hospital. It was mostly destroyed in 
the Great Fire and was rebuilt the
following year. In 1700 Bridewell
became the first prison to appoint
medical staff, but was closed in 1855. 
The buildings were torn down in 
1863, the school changed its name 
to King Edward’s School and moved 
to a site in Surrey. In 1874 De Keyser’s 
Royal Hotel opened in a new fine 
building on the site. The hotel closed 
at the end of the First World War, but 
not before hosting some of the first 
Castle Baynard Ward Club annual
dinners.
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Completed in 1932, the Daily Express 
Building was London’s first instance 
of curtain wall construction, the 
technique used to build skyscrapers 
today. It is one of the most prominent 
examples of art deco architecture in 
the City. The building was designed 
by Sir Owen Williams, with interiors 
by Robert Atkinson, and is a Grade II 
listed building. The impressive
external covering of black vitrolite, 
glass and chromium strips makes a 
striking scene from the street.

Theatres have been an important
feature within the Ward area for 
several hundred years, especially in 
the vicinity of Playhouse Yard, behind 
Queen Victoria Street.

In 1596 the Blackfriars Theatre was
established, with seating for 700 
people it was one of the first indoor 
public theatres. More recently the 
Mermaid Theatre was founded in 
1959 by Bernard Miles, but sadly an 
application for change of use was 
granted in 2008, leaving the Bridewell 
Theatre as the sole remaining play-
house within the Ward.

Opposite: Daily Express Building 1962

Below: View of De Keyser’s Royal Hotel 
lithograph c1875
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Fleet Street has been the actual and 
now spiritual home of the newspaper 
industry for a hundred years. Most 
major titles began on or near this 
famous road, although it should be 
noted that there are no roads to be 
found within the City of London.

Fleet Street has staged many
significant events in London’s history, 

including the great triumphal
procession of Elizabeth I, carried in 
a chariot following the defeat of the 
Spanish Armada in 1588. It is
believed Elizabeth presented the Lord 
Mayor with the Pearl Sword, having 
been given the keys to the City; thus 
started the tradition that whenever 
the Sovereign enters the City, the 
Lord Mayor offers the Pearl Sword to 
the Sovereign who touches it. This 
was the case when Queen
Elizabeth II came to St Paul’s to
celebrate her Golden Jubilee in 2002.

Some of the City’s more interesting 
and ancient watering holes are in 
Fleet Street. Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese 
at 145 Fleet Street contains vaulted 
cellars thought to date from the 
thirteenth century, once part of a 
medieval Carmelite monastery. The 
building today dates from 1667, built 
to replace an earlier structure that 
had succumbed to the ravages of the 
Great Fire. Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese 
has played host to a variety of well-
known literary figures throughout the 
years; Charles Dickens, Oliver Gold-
smith and Dr. Samuel Johnson were 
known frequenters.

Historic Streets

Fleet Street is the western gateway to the City and its most famous
thoroughfare; stretching west to east from the Law Courts and the 
former site of Temple Bar, to Ludgate Circus and the site of the ancient 
Lud Gate within the walls of the City.
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The Old Bell at 95 Fleet Street was 
built in the 1670’s for the use of the 
workmen rebuilding the city’s church-
es after the Great Fire. The back door 
of the pub was originally the front, 
opening out onto the courtyard of 
Wren’s St Bride’s Church; he is thought 
to have designed the tavern himself.

A few paces further along is The 
Punch Tavern at 99 Fleet Street. Built 
in 1894 by Saville and Martin on the 
site of the Crown and Sugar Loaf, it 
had been re-named in the 1840’s
because of its association with the
satirical Punch Magazine whose
journalists frequented the pub.
Another significant inn is The Tip-
perary at 66 Fleet Street. Founded in 

1700 by a Dublin brewer, SG Mooney, 
it is the oldest Irish pub in London, 
and purportedly the first to sell
Guinness outside of Ireland. 

The centre of the extended Ward of 
Castle Baynard is New Bridge Street, 
under which runs the old River Fleet. 
It rises in the hills of Hampstead and 
runs primarily underground down 
past Kings Cross, Farringdon Road, 
through Holborn, Farringdon Street, 
New Bridge Street and into the 
Thames at Blackfriars. At one time the 
river was deep enough to harbour 
boats loaded with coal from
Newcastle, unloaded at Newcastle 
Close and Old Seacoal Lane.

The river was also used for the
treating and washing of leather; hides 
were brought from slaughter houses 
at Smithfield to the tanners at Leather 
Lane and then worked by the
shoe-makers operating from Shoe 
Lane.   

Opposite:  Fleet Street Looking East by
H.E. Tidmarsh watercolour c1898
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Above: Entrance to the Fleet River by 
(school of ) Samuel Scott oil on canvas 
c1750



Sermon Lane, on the very eastern 
edge of the ward, was commented 
upon by the great antiquarian John 
Stow in his 1603 Survey of London. 
Here he mused on the origins of this 
short street’s name, believing it to be 
a corruption of ‘Shermoniers Lane’, a 
shermonier being a silver worker who 
prepared plates to be stamped and 
cut into pennies. It is also believed 
sermons were delivered in this space 
during processional services around 
St Paul’s Cathedral.       

One of the more unusual sounding 
names within the ward is Puddle 
Dock; known to John Stow as
Puddle Wharf, because here the river 
was used to water horses. Their
trampling in the river ‘made puddle’, 
that is to say, made the waters muddy. 
Pepys also knew Puddle Dock, where 
in 1662 he attended a tavern with an 
associate, and noted that he did not 
drink the wine he had ordered.  
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Above: View of Puddle Dock by William Luker Jnr ink/wash c1900
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Famous Figures

Throughout the rich history of the ward, many notable people are 
counted among the visitors and inhabitants, especially in its eponymous 
castle. During the Wars of the Roses Edward IV was proclaimed king in 
the Great Hall of Baynard’s Castle. Legend has it that Richard III was
offered the crown in the castle by the Duke of Buckingham; an event
immortalised in Shakespeare’s Richard III in act 3, scene 7: 

By the reign of Elizabeth I, Baynard’s 
Castle had left royal ownership.
However the queen did make a visit 
to the castle as the guest of its owner 
the Earl of Pembroke. The meal he 
hosted concluded with Elizabeth 
presenting herself from a balcony to 
jubilant crowds lining the Thames 
beneath. The queen’s journey home 

24

Which to recure, we heartily solicit
Your gracious self to take on you the charge
And kingly government of this your land,
Not as protector, steward, substitute,  
Or lowly factor for another’s gain;
But as successively from blood to blood,
Your right of birth, your empery, your own.

was by barge, but was preceded by a 
spectacular firework show. 
The area between St Paul’s Cathedral 
and the Thames was a proliferation of 
trades and crafts - feather makers, silk 
dyers, glass workers, engravers,
printers, upholsterers, brewers, as well 
as the seventeenth century Blackfriars 
community of artists and important 
miniaturist painters. Sir Anthony Van 
Dyck is known to have lived here 
when he was Principal Painter in 
Ordinary to King Charles I and it is 
here that he died in 1641 at the age 
of forty-two. Van Dyck was buried in 
Old St Paul’s Cathedral where the king 
erected a monument in his memory.

Samuel Pepys often wrote about 
events occurring within the ward. 
His diary entry on the Earl of Sand-



wich dining with King Charles II at 
Baynard’s Castle is the last record of 
the building before its destruction in 
the Great Fire. But other streets and 
lanes known to us today were used 
by Pepys in the seventeenth century; 
he was born in a house in Salisbury 
Court, where he had his bladder 
stone removed, and on Shoe Lane he 
watched cockfighting for the first and 
only time.

At 17 Gough Square, a small
pedestrianised court off Fleet Street, 
is the building better known as Dr 
Johnson’s House. The house was built 
in 1700 and, although not the only 
place Samuel Johnson inhabited 
in London, it is where he wrote his 
famous dictionary. Today the
building serves as a museum for his 
work; Johnson lived there between 
1748 and 1759, like other writers, to 
be near his printers in Fleet Street.

Above: Sir Anthony Van Dyck – Self-portrait 
with a Sunflower showing the gold collar 
and medal King Charles I gave him in 1633 
oil - private collection (The sunflower may 
represent the King, or royal patronage)

Below: (Said to be) Elizabeth I Procession 
to Blackfriars on 16 June 1600 by George 
Vertue engraving 1742 – based on an 
earlier painting 

Opposite: Richard III by George Vertue 
drawing 18th century
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Above: St Paul’s Cathedral by Gerald Cobb 
watercolour 1939

Opposite: Dr Johnson’s house in Gough 
Square by John Crowther watercolour 1881

Left: Castle Baynard Ward Club Badge 
devised in 1963 by Sir Colin Cole, then 
Portcullis Pursuivant of Arms
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